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Deptt, of Commonwealth uhtiem.

New Delhi, th. g(.{ Ostober 1944,

To

Honorary tﬁnonl Secret
Chettiars® Overseas u::ﬁntion,
Soutly Jndia,
Assets left behind in Burma -
colunuuon for property lost in Burma,
Sir.

I am directed to acknowledge the mneipt cT}gu-r-
letter No,B/826, dated the 22nd September 1944
forwarding 18 uh of claims of members of
Association, and to uy that the claius, wi h the
exception of ir. PR, Arunachalau Chettiar's claim
for deposit money u ochin China, have been recorded
in this Department r the se nunbers indicates

velow, and forwarded (in original) for dis osal to the
Gonrx'sunt d m nlu- ’
Hame of claimant Serdal Mo, of olaim

759 of F,28-6/44-E(11).
a.....’b“

T ————

1 Pl. Arunachalan Chett
! ?n.u. Firum, Dedaye)

2, Valliammai Achi (w/o0 8,R,

1 Chetiisr) and her gon, S.R Ohidasdaras ,
4 Chettiar 2760 of - a0«
" e Valliammai achi (w/o -
" Cnetidar), (Trustee, Th thura ——
Fasunadan (cov shed), A6kor - a9 -
4. ¥,8,8, Chidazberan mnnm- ' i“‘
{8.k.0T, Firp, Kangyidaung! o b o
l By - @0~ (N,8.8, Pirm, Ras 2763 olo o
[N ??ol’x. Kasi Chettiar,
‘. 7. o=  (8T,2R, Fimm, B 2765 -do -
8, - do -~ (as Trustee of
’ Obarities) 1 2766 Ao
Sl Ly (B et 8767 -t - i
T 100 dg Ve Ve v ¥ b |
WG ki) ) =uduvayal 2768 - U0 e ——
PR - Alhw A
Q W D cm"h- 2769 olae ;
%% yaai allas Visalakshi Achi, .
BT L.AL,Alagappa mmtw 2770 ~doe '
B w mhadur ,RM,CT,8, dhmnu i
== - Tl {s.nl.o:.s. firs, Ludaw) 2771 odge
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@A,mﬁ.@w. 2 power)pte o
e G ~§§ AL e |
in Rower of Attorney

I Know all men by these presents that I, P.R.AR. ( Pena
Rina Ana Roona) Arunachalam Chettiar son of Perianan Chettiar
Nattukottai Chettiar caste, Banker and carrying on money-lending |

h—,,'--hnuu.ﬁ Dedaye Pyapom District Burma under the name and

‘.ﬁ style of PR.AR., Firm, residing at Athangudi, Ramnad District,

1
! o
{ South India do hereby nominate, constitute and appoint
' 506

N Uhlape son of UkyawGaung residing at Dedaye abovesaid to be my

L

4 9 4 5
| true and lawful attorney for me, in my name, and in the name

¥ 53

of the said firm and on my behalf for the following purposes

that is to say:

L4

To take possession of and to receive the rents and profits

? of and to manage all and every or any of the properties in
Burma either now belongirng to the“said firm

shall belong to the said firmy To let all or any of the

,6)“,5),_&%) W ‘
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QumaoTaTar - WaTmAular Lpa&eaT
GCsH): 12.08.2025

A Tribute to My Parents

Both my parents stood taller in life than they really were in appearance, in

many ways.

My father was modest, giving and kind-hearted. He was never oppor-
tunistic and never exploitative. These qualities made him a great hu-
man being inside and out, though they never made him financially afflu-
ent. And he seemed perfectly at peace with that, never compromising his
moral compass in the pursuit of material wealth. In return, that brought
him deep respect from his community. His quiet charisma came from the
countless ways he helped others: guiding people recover from their hard-
ships, educating many, and helping many find employment so they could
settle in life, all this without expecting anything in return, even when he
was cash-strapped, and sometimes at the expense of availing the opportu-
nity for his own family.

My mother was our anchor - with eight children to raise during her prime
years and with a husband who was mostly focused on bringing home the
rice and furthering the Dravidian cause - she provided the well-needed
buffer between her husband’s lofty ideals and everyday practicality keep-
ing us children well grounded. Somewhat naive and inclined to go with
the flow, she rarely resisted, and occasionally supported, my father’s pro-
gressive ideas, such as championing women’s education. These dynamics
between them, I believe, shaped the resilience and motivation that defined

our family.

As one of the youngest children of the Periyannan-Meenakshi family and
having lived abroad after the age of 21, my time with my parents was brief-
er than that of my siblings. Yet even those limited interactions have had
a lasting impact on how I have lived my life all these years. My father, in
particular, was a silent motivator. If he agreed with my ideas or thoughts,
he would encourage me in subtle but meaningful ways, introducing me
to people or taking me along while attending meetings and conferences.
He often brought home reading material such as the Russian “Sputnik”
132



magazine to feed my curiosity in science and knowledge. If he disagreed
with any of my thoughts, he never discouraged me or voiced opposition.
Instead, he gave me the space to pursue my passions, as though granting
me the benefit of the doubt. Over the years, even from afar, he remained a
steady sounding board, rarely contradicting, always encouraging and mo-
tivating.

During his later years, having spent most of his provident fund money
and other savings in educating us and marrying off his daughters, he lived
with limited means. So, once in a while, sensing lack of funds at the home
front, I used to transfer some of my savings from abroad. He never direct-
ly asked; instead, he would mention something matter-of-factly: “If we
install a bore pump, we won't have water shortages,” or “Petrol costs about
Rs. 14 alitre, and we use 50-60 litres a month.” If I chose to respond with
financial help, he acknowledged it warmly, but he always left the choice to

me, never once pressing.

I'have rarely seen Appa angry. If he did not like something, he might light-
ly “joke” about it to convey his point, or simply “go quiet” and say nothing.
When we were growing up in the 60s and 70s, it was not uncommon
for parents to either slap their non-compliant children or to sometimes
even go to the extent of slightly scalding you with a hot iron to “make
you remember the wrongdoing for life”. While Aathaa resorted to a mild
discrete “pinch” if we did something wrong, Appa was different. I do not
remember a single incident where he laid hands on any of his children if
we had done something wrong. Both my parents respected our individual-

ity, and that has had a profound impact on us in raising our own children.

Appa was not a religious man. He was an ardent follower of E.V. Rama-
samy Periyar during his younger days. He never equated being religious
to being good, and often challenged religious practices that justified un-
fairness to fellow human beings. I, on the other hand, was deeply devout
in my younger years. I have often visited the Venkateswara temple that
was only a street away from our home and recall the temple’s loudspeaker
blaring Andaal’s “Thiruppavai”and other devotional songs during the early
hours of the month of “Margazhi”, and its delectable ghee-laden “Pongal”
prasadham which was well worth the early rise! I even wrote “Sri Rama
Jayam” 12,000 times in the year 1966 to earn a silver coin from “Sri San-
karacharya”. I prayed nightly, dutifully applying “vibudhi” on my forehead

and on my brother Ravis. Yet my father never interfered or imposed his
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beliefs, orlack thereof, on us. As with many other aspects of our lives, he
allowed us the freedom to find our own paths in matters of faith.

One thing that I have always been very clear on is the tremendous confi-
dence and trust that Appa placed in my ability to succeed. His confidence
became a driving force in my life, pushing me to live up to it, to never be-
tray it. Both my parents, in their own ways, instilled in us the qualities of
independence, self-reliance, and integrity. They shaped us into responsible
citizens, capable of deep friendships and lasting relationships.

It I were to simplify and list the learnings from their lives for future gener-
ations here’s how it would run:

*  Say less, do more.

*  Always stay progressive, ahead of the current times, even if that means
going against the grain.

* Be genuine, ethical, kind and patient when it comes to relationships.
* Do not covet what is not rightfully yours.

*  Remember that wealth is fleeting. It is fine to pursue it, but never at
the expense of sacrificing your values.
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A Calming Presence

Modern love, at least in the Western world, is all about getting to know
your life partner for a few years before you tie the knot or exchange vows.
My journey into married life, though, began with me meeting my father-
in-law and sister-in-law before I met my husband for the first time.

At that time, my nervousness upon meeting him rendered me unable to
recognize his traits as a visionary and a remarkably progressive man. The
year was 1988. It was a hot, muggy afternoon, a couple of days after “Pon-
gal”— the Tamil harvest festival, when the streets are quiet, and people have
retired indoors for their siesta. There was a buzzing of the doorbell. My
Amma and I were home that afternoon — chewing juicy sugar cane cubes
that she had cut after the Pongal celebrations. We both were not expecting
anyone that afternoon and were surprised to see a dignified, slightly bald-
ing gentleman in black-rimmed glasses and a crisp white veshti and shirt
accompanied by a very petite woman. When my Amma ushered them in
— they introduced themselves as “Periyannan” and “Dr. Ponni”. They had
heard that my parents were looking for a prospective “alliance” — which is
what it was called in those days and wanted to stop by.

To this day, when I think about their approach, it never fails to amaze me
how simple, direct, and forward-thinking they both were! No third par-
ties, no formality, no beating around the bush, no hidden agendas. I would
find out later that when it came to “Alagappan” (my husband), his father
had a very special place in his heart for him and their journey together
was unique — less words and all about gestures — small and big. Like all
parents they wanted the best for their children and went about it in a very
efficient manner! What better way to assess whether a person would be a
good fit for the family than to visit them in their natural surroundings —
unannounced!

‘They gave me a little background about their son/brother, and I do remem-
ber thinking how sweet it was to witness the evident pride with which they
described his achievements and his down-to-earth manner. I don’t know
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what requirements their son sought, but they gave me their son’s “bio-da-
ta” and asked if I could provide one. Since I was put on the spot before
strangers, I quickly washed my sticky, sugar-cane juice coated fingers and
grudgingly wrote my own “bio-data” in cursive hand, with them watching
me and gave it to them. After chatting with both my Amma and me for
a little bit, they left.

As I reminisce about those times — today, thirty plus years and two chil-
dren later, as my husband and I are hoping to grow our family, we find that
the passing years have only added more complexity to every realm of this
arena. Or maybe, things were as complex back then, but my father-in-law
had the foresight to truly see what was important and to go after it without
being burdened by societal expectations and norms.

We never heard from them for a few months and then the father-daughter
duo came back one afternoon and told us that their son was here in Chen-
nai, and it would be great if we could stop by their home that afternoon
as a lot of the family was already there. None of this was conventional by
any standard back then and as the years progressed, I got to know that
such actions would be a norm in my in-law’s home. Untethered by regular
conventions — they did what they felt was logical, right and the effect was
bold. At that time, I did not dwell on this but over the years I appreciated

their approach and greatly admire it now.

My Amma and I were not sure what to make of this at such short notice.
I ' was having a bad hair day — I had greased my hair for an oil bath and was
appalled. We did not have hair dryers back then and it would take a little
while to get ready. They wanted us to come as soon as possible so that we
could meet the rest of the family. This was contrary to all my imaginations
of meeting my prospective life-partner. What kind of impression would
I make if I showed up with my hair slick with oil> To my chagrin, my
would-be in-laws insisted that “Alagappa would not lay too much impor-
tance on such external factors and wanted to converse with me...” “He
probably would not, but I want to be more presentable”, I thought. Fi-
nally, my resistance crumbled at my mother’s insistence, and I got ready
and headed to their home. The rest, of course, is history. Even today, not
much has changed! Athaan does notice if I am presentable but not overtly
so — he is not overly concerned about fashion. I am always thankful to
my mother, father-in-law and sister-in-law for bringing Alagappan and

myself together.
1 3}25 &



After our marriage, I went through the trials and tribulations of being a
spouse of someone who has a “green card”, which meant a 2 % year sepa-
ration. As my new husband went back to his work and to explore options,
my father-in-law, “Appa,” as I called him, was on a mission. He would
take me in his “Fiat” car to the passport office for the appointments so
that we both could be united. In those days, it wasn’t so simple to get a
passport in a short timeframe - there were many appointments, and Appa
always made sure he took me to those appointments on time. I am not
sure who was more anxious — my parents, him or us! When my visitor visa
to the US got rejected, I could see that “Appa” was visibly very upset. As 1
was only 21 when I got married, I was not overly worried, since this gave
me the opportunity to complete the “Management Information Systems”
course that I had enrolled at NII'T. It was also a good time to get to know
my in-laws. I spent time with my parent’s-in-law, sisters-in-law’s families
and their children during this period. Coming from a small family, it was
overwhelming to be part of a big family. During this time, Athaan moved
many strings at his work and got himself an overseas assignment in Brus-
sels, Belgium in 1989. It was wonderful news, and we moved to Brussels.

During the couple of years that we lived there, we had many of our family
members visit us. Meanwhile, big changes were taking place around us.
'The Berlin wall fell in Nov 1989 and there were major political changes
in Eastern Europe. Appa and Aatha visited us, and we enjoyed taking
them around to Belgium and taking in sights together. The time they
spent with us are treasured memories because it would be the last time
they visited us in our home together. Appa always had a ready smile and
did not say much — but when he did his words were worth treasuring. He
always seemed calm and the epitome of patience. It always amazed me
how he would get ready and patiently wait for my mother-in-law to get
ready. Sometimes, it would even be 30 mins! My mother-in-law, whom
I called “Aatha”, always had a ready laugh and was a straight shooter. She
would tell you exactly what she thought. I can’t imagine how hard it would
have been to raise 8 children, educate them and get them settled. Having
a child is a blessing and they had many. I believe what they had all been
through together strengthened their bonds. Over the years, I see the same
traits of fearlessness, confidence and a will to forge their own destiny and
path irrespective of what others think in many of the ARP family children,

including our own.
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We made a trip to Chennai every year or two and the times we spent with
my parents, brother and in-laws were precious. During one trip, when we
were all getting ready to go out, Appa told me - “My mother had hair like
yours, thick and jet-black. She would put a comb from Burma in her hair
when she went out.” It was said with a laugh and a twinkle in his eye.

When we moved back to the US, he wanted to visit us — especially, when
he heard that we were expecting our first child. Regretfully, he never made
that trip. He passed away when I was five months pregnant. The rest of
the pregnancy was tough as we both mourned a life lost too soon. He was
only 69 when he passed away of sudden cardiac arrest. Our children — Arti
and Perry, never got to know their paternal grandfather and our son, Perry,
is named after him (Pe Ri, his initials). There would be more grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren to continue his legacy. He wanted a big
family and to always be surrounded by love, laughter and family. He got
to see that for at least a decade though he did not see Arti, Perry, Preeti,
Sneha and great grandchildren that followed.

Appa was beautifully complemented by Aatha, who stuck with him
through thick and thin and they would be so happy to see where we are
today and where we are heading.

Remembering with great fondness,

Your daughter-in-law, Geetha Alagappan
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